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President’s Message 

Paul Ledman, MMGS President 

 The 34th Annual Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show is now behind us.  In 

spite of an unwanted early spring snowstorm on Saturday, attendance for the 

two days of the show was phenomenal.  We’re still tallying totals, but this 

year’s show could well have set another record for attendance and revenue.  

Thank you to all the volunteers who made this work.  A special thanks goes 

to Steve Bridge for coordinating the show. 

There’s more… 

 Wanda Turcotte is putting together another field trip schedule, 

which will be available shortly. 

 We’re working on redoing our website and will have a whole new 

look in a matter of weeks. 

 We’ve ordered more T-shirts and will offer another color option.  

For those of you who don’t want to blend into the background, we’ll 

have a yellow shirt with purple logo.  Actually, we decided a visible 

bright color is a good safety feature for field trips. 

 We’re preparing for our June 17th mineral auction which will be 

held at Payson Smith Hall – more info on this will be on the website 

as we get closer. 

 All this takes volunteer time.  We can always use more help.  Let any 

officer or trustee know if you can help out with PR, bookkeeping, rock 

sorting, writing newsletter articles, general hauling etc.  We’ll find a place 

for you! 

Looking for something in a previous issue? 
 

MMGS newsletters from 2007 now 1992! though the 

 current issue are available online. 

Download a copy from the MMGS website here. 

 
Know someone who wants to join MMGS? 

Download a membership application for them 

from the MMGS website, www.mainemineralclub.org. 

 

 

Join Our Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mainemineralclub/ 
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April Program:  Mineral Jeopardy! 
 

 The program for our April 15 meeting will be a Mineral Jeopardy! match moderated by Mary Fraser.  

Contestants drawn from the “studio audience” will test their mineral knowledge in the format of the popular TV 

game show.  The rest of us will cheer them on and perhaps indulge in a little second-guessing of our own. 

 Mary Fraser came to MMGS 25 years ago and, according to her, she “just stuck around”.  She has organized 

and conducted several MMGS Annual Auctions, presented a previous edition of Mineral Jeopardy!, coordinated 

holiday dinners for MMGS, and appeared as a dealer at many MMGS shows.  Mary presently serves as a trustee 

of MMGS. 

 

Next Meeting is  April 15 
 

 As noted above, MMGS usually meets on the second Saturday in April  because our annual show usually is 

scheduled on the third weekend.  This year, however, the show was moved to April 1 and 2 to avoid conflicting 

with Easter.  Therefore our April 2017 meeting will be held on the third Saturday, April 15.  Don’t miss it! 

  

Maine Mineralogical & Geological Society 
Upcoming Events 

 
 

 

Meetings are held on the third Saturday of the month, except second Saturday in April due to our annual 

show.  (Note that the April 2017 meeting is on the third Saturday!) 

We meet on the University of Southern Maine campus in Portland.  Members and nonmembers alike are 

welcome at all of the evening’s activities.  The business meeting is from 5:00-6:30; Juniors meet 5:30-6:30; a 

potluck supper (please bring a dish to share) from 6:30-7:00; general meeting and program at 7:00.  Bring an 

item for Show & Tell and get a specimen to take home! 

Meeting Location:  Room 1 (ground floor) Payson Smith Hall on the USM campus, Portland.  Park on 

Falmouth Street; in Lot P10 off Falmouth Street; or in Lot P4 off Brighton Avenue. 

Date  Meeting Description 

April 15 Mary Fraser, Mineral Jeopardy 

May 20 Carl Francis, A Bicentennial Look at Greenwood Mines and Mining 

 

All Summer:  Field Trip Season! 

 

September 16 Steve Bridge, “Unearthed! Remarkable Predecessors and Storied 

Artifacts of the Saint Jospeh’s College Campus” 

Your Newsletter wants Your Photos! 
Rocks—Geological Scenery—Lapidary Creations—Museums—Field Trips 

OR Write a note about somewhere you have been, a rock show you have 

visited, an earth science news item, a favorite specimen or locality 

E-mail items or ideas to Ed the Editor:  edclop@myfairpoint.net 

mailto:edclop@myfairpoint.net
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Junior MMGS Club Meeting Announcement! 

Do you like rocks, fossils, crystals and volcanoes?  If you 
answered YES then you have to check out what is coming to 

the Portland area for youths! 
 

WHAT:  Junior Maine Mineralogical & Geological Society club meetings 

WHEN: Every 3rd Saturday of the month (2nd Saturday in April), 5:30 to 6:30 PM 

WHERE:  Room 41 Payson Smith Hall (Ground Floor), Falmouth Street, University of Southern 

Maine 

WHO:  Any child (ages 6 to 18) and their family are welcome to come learn about rocks, fossils, 

volcanoes, crystals and more! 

WHY:  MMGS is looking to involve the youths of the Southern Maine area.  We have 

Rockhounding knowledge to share! 

 

April topic:  All about SAND—what’s in it, how it gets that way, and a little sand art        

For More Information: 

 Visit www.mainemineralclub.org 

 Visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/mainemineralclub/timeline 

To contact the junior group, e-mail Roland Charles (click here)    
or call him at (207) 751-4825.  

http://mainemineralclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mainemineralclub/timeline
mailto:Roland_Charlie_Charles@hotmail.com
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Secretary’s Minutes 
 
MMGS Business Meeting, Paul Ledman Residence on Munjoy Hill, Portland, March 13, 2017 
 
In attendance were Paul Ledman, President; Mark Libbey, Vice-President; Larry Turcotte, representing Treasurer; Mary 
Fraser, Trustee; Robbie Walker, Trustee; Ed Clopton, Trustee; Kermit Smyth, Trustee; also Wanda Turcotte, Field Trip 
Director; Patrick Bigos, Webmaster 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:15 PM.  The Secretary’s report was accepted as read, and the Treasurer’s report was 
accepted as read.  The membership director gave the updated membership numbers to date.  Field Trip Director’s report 
tabled until Saturday. 
 
Items discussed: 
 
Treasurer:  There is dire need for a replacement Treasurer.  Discussion followed as to what responsibilities are involved in the 
role.  With the Show date looming, Larry was asked to fill in as interim Treasurer until a replacement can be found.  Ed pointed 
out that the by-laws need to be consulted at this point in order to determine the proper procedure for replacing an officer 
between elections.  In the meantime, Larry will be supplied with what he needs to keep accounts current. 
 
Trustee terms:  Mary Fraser and Robbie Walker will each serve a full 2 year term, and Ed will fill out the remaining year of 
Jeff’s term. 
 
Budget:  Tom had made significant progress toward compiling figures on actual spending in 2016 compared to what had been 
budgeted.  Larry will finish that up, and provide a report upon which a 2017 budget may be based. 
 
Website:  Paul described how he went about his search for a new website hosting arrangement, and a qualified entity to create 
and maintain it.  There are two proposals currently being considered in this capacity:  Robbie’s daughter-in-law, Rose, a full-
time teacher who is very motivated and skilled in this area and freelances, and who would be personally involved with the club, 
and Pine Point Creative, a Windham-based company (100 Sandberg Trail ) with extensive experience working with non-
profits.  Patrick contributed crucially to the ensuing discussion, will review both options and he will report back to the club on 
his recommendation. 
 
Rack Card:  Rose Walker has volunteered to take over the design of a rack card, which will then be distributed to tourist areas, 
etc. throughout the state.  Ideas were tossed around, and Patrick is willing to photograph the Maine specimens which are 
chosen to be used. 
 
T-shirts:  Larry presented the sales numbers, and it was clear to all that a reorder of the two larger sizes is necessary.  After 
the current options and associated costs were discussed, it was decided that we would continue using the same design, and 
would order 100 more XL, and 50 more 2XL, both in the current heather gray, as well as 20 each of the 5 sizes in a trial run of 
the current design on fluorescent yellow will be undertaken.  Paul will also explore what design changes may be necessary to 
put our logo on black shirts for next year, as many members expressed interest in that combination. 
 
June 17 Auction:  Paul confirmed that our Payson Hall room will be available for set-up at 10 am on auction day, viewing to 
commence at noon.  Kermit estimated that it will take 3-4 additional work days to process the needed individual specimens 
and flats. 
 
Meeting Room:  Attendance at the regular 7:00 pm meeting has been rising, and concerns were raised about whether it is 
getting crowded enough to warrant a search for a larger room.  Options were discussed about reconfiguring the seating to 
allow for more room, including possibly putting the food out in the hallway, or in the junior club room, and putting rock sales up 
at the front or back of the room.  The time structure of the typical meeting was also discussed, and it was suggested that the 
executive meeting remain at 5:00-6:30, followed by the potluck, with the public meeting taking place from 7:00 to 7:30, 
program commencing at 7:30 and hopefully held to 50 minutes or so, leaving some time afterwards, from 8:30 on, for 
socializing and access to our added features, such as the microscope. 
 
Email Voting:  Patrick suggested that in order to avoid confusion in the future, these discussions could be conducted via 
conference calls, utilizing a telephone based bridge, or perhaps even look into video conferencing. 
 
90th Anniversary:  Ed is going to research the archives to find out the actual date of our incorporation, and we will have some 
kind of observation of this milestone year. 
 
Auburn Library:  Requested help with sorting out their small mineral display in which the labels have gotten separated from 
their specimens.  Ed volunteered to take care of that. 
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Mine Owners Complimentary Membership:  The precedent having recently been set, Larry suggested we establish a policy of 
according an appreciative membership to mine owners or their agents who generously allow our club access to their property 
for field trip purposes.  This was agreeable to all. 
 
Old Business:  Mark asked about the procurement of a Geiger counter, which was discussed and approved 2 years ago.  
Kermit suggested a cheap one from eBay which could go on field trips might be a viable notion, and Patrick pointed out more 
up to date models, which have more sensitivity and features.  Durability is very important for field instruments.  It was agreed 
Mark would follow up and come up with a proposal for Saturday night. 
 
The meeting was adjourned @ 9:00 pm 
 
    Submitted by Wanda Turcotte. 
 
 
MMGS Meeting, March 18, 2017, University of Southern Maine, Payson Smith Hall, Room #1 
 
President Paul Ledman opened the March 18 business meeting at 5:00 pm. 
 
Item #1 - Paul discussed the new color designs and color schemes for the MMGS T-shirt.  A new yellow T-shirt scheme will be 
added to our stock and the grey shirt will be continued as well.  More shirts will be ordered. 
 
Item #2 -- Paul said that Janet Behnke has some old rock and geology books for sale.  It was decided that MMGS will not 
acquire books at this point in time as we have no space to appropriately keep them. 
 
Item #3 - Wanda discussed the need to develop a policy for who gets what after a blast is done in a mine.  She indicated there 
will be a blast somewhere and sometime this summer.  In view of last Mondays meeting she said that a complimentary 
membership will be given to owners of mines that we attend.  Wanda said Mt. Apatite and Black Mountain will be added to the 
season’s field trips.  This summer/fall she will have 3 collecting sessions (not two). 
 
Item #4 - Steve discussed the show.  The show will be in two weeks.  There is a healthy list of volunteers.  The show venue 
has changed as the upper deck was open for dealers and is now sold out.  Set up schedule : 
Friday 2:00 - 8:00 pm, Saturday 7:30 am, Sunday 7:30 am  
The show on Saturday runs 10:00 am-5:00 pm and Sunday 10:00-4:00 pm. 
Saturday volunteers will receive $10.00 in Chad bucks and Sunday volunteers will receive a free MMGS membership.  The 
grand prize is a 1-ounce bar of gold.  The advertisement banner over Rte. 302 is looking good.  The road signs have not gone 
out yet as there is still too much snow and the ground is frozen.  
 
Item #5 - Paul said that MMGS is still in need of a treasurer.  Larry Turcotte will be the temporary treasurer. 
 
Item #6 - Paul said that MMGS has a newly established scholarship committee (Steve Bridge, Robbie Walker, Vicky Fisk). 
Four $500 scholarships are being held in escrow, two by Portland High School and two by Deering High School. 
 
Item #7 - Paul said that the Auburn Library contacted MMGS about a mineral collection and needs help with it.  Ed Clopton will 
help the library organize it. 
 
Item #8 - Paul asked the officers if our direction should be toward a larger or a smaller club?  He said that maybe an increase 
in membership would create more volunteers. 
 
Item #9 - Paul said MMGS will use funds for creating a rack card.  Rack cards can be distributed to various locations and 
would be an encouragement for people to come to meetings and maybe join our society. 
 
Item #10 - Paul said it is time to find a new webmaster and create a new web site.  He has received two formal proposals for 
web site design:  1) Rose Walker, 2) Pine Point Creative.  Rose has indicated it would take a 40-hour block of time to design a 
web site.  Pine Point Creative proposed $1900.00 to do the job.  The decision was to go with Pine Point Creative . 
 
Rose will work on a rack card design and will be compensated.  
 
Item #11 - Clay asked Steve about Educational programs for the show.  Steve answered there will be 3 programs per day at 
1:00 pm., 2:00 pm and 3:00 pm. 
Saturdays programs:  meteorites, magic rocks, and buried treasure in Maine. 
Sunday programs:  Fossils and Dinosaurs, Crystals, Volcanoes.  
 
Item #13 - Seth Pruzansky suggested we use more social media, like Facebook, etc.  Paul agreed and Seth may be willing to 
work with Rose Walker to accomplish this. 
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Item #14 - Paul reported that MMGS will have an auction on June17 at 2:00 pm in room 1 (the typical meeting room).  We 
need help processing materials for the auction (4 days).  Rose will be making up a flyer about the auction to inform the public. 
This flyer can be seen at the show. 
 
Item #15 - Paul initiated a discussion about purchase of a Geiger counter.  Patrick Bigos suggested a unit for $823.00, which 
Paul thought was a bit expensive.  Mark passed around a some copies of information about Geiger counters.  He suggested 
acquiring a model that was rugged and cheap.  More research will be necessary before a unit can be purchased. 
 
Item # 16 - Rose Walker will be designing a calendar with MMGS events, programs, auctions, etc. which can be seen on the 
registration table at the show. 
 
Item #17 - Gary Howard suggested looking into the State Surplus Salvage for a Geiger counter. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm. 
 
General Meeting, 7:00 pm 
 
Paul Ledman (president) opened up the public meeting with discussion on: 
1) scholarship committee - scholarships to be awarded to students in Portland High School and Deering High School 
2) a need for a coordinator for public relations 
3) ordering of new T-shirts 
4) June 17 MMGS auction 
 
Steve Bridge (show chairman) talked about the upcoming show on April 1-2 
 
New member introductions:  Seth Pruzansky, Jody & Zoltan, Damen & Lauren 
 
Show and Tell:  Jeff Morrison - minerals from Havey Mine; Clayton Carkin –Mineral Collections in the American Northeast (a 
supplement to the Mineralogical Record, July - Aug. 2016) 
Robbie Walker - showed specimens that could be earned by doing a show and tell. 
 
FEATURE PRESENTATION:  Fossil Corals by John & Debbie Whitney 
 
The Whitneys of Chester, Maine presented numerous clever, amusing, and amazing stories of collecting 20 - 30 million-year-
old agatized corals from Florida.  Interesting slides accompanied by the showing of actual coral specimens made their 
program a #10.  Always smiling, with a great sense of humor, John’s presentation was one that MMGS members will long 
remember. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Clayton A. Carkin 

 
 

New Microscope Is Here 
 

 The club’s new stereo microscope and video camera made their debut at the annual MMGS show April 1-2 

alongside Ed Clopton’s (probably) 50-year-old scope in the display area.  A steady stream of show visitors young 

and old peered through the scopes, oohing and aahing at an assortment of mineral specimens.  Jon Dykstra was on 

hand all weekend to assist with the scopes, especially the new one with its video capabilities.  The video camera 

on the club scope allowed an image to be displayed on a laptop computer set up beside the scope.  The image 

through the eyepieces looks far better than the digital laptop image, but the digital image can be projected on a 

screen for a whole group to see at once. 

 

 The plan is for the new club scope to be at every regular MMGS meeting for show and tell, to familiarize 

members with their new device, and possibly for guest speakers to use in conjunction with their presentations.  

The club’s current stereo microscope, donated by the late Gene Bearss, will remain available for use at meetings 

and for members to take home between meetings. 
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MMGS Show #34 Succeeds In Spite Of Weather 
 

 

 One never knows about the weather in Maine (or anywhere else).  A foot of snow falling all day Saturday 

kept attendance down somewhat, but fair weather on Sunday more than made up the difference.  Saturday 

attendance resembled the usual Sunday level, and for much of the day Sunday the admission line extended toward 

(and sometimes out of) the door of the Alfond Center lobby as it 

often does on Saturday mornings.  Figures are still being tallied as 

this is written, but it appears that we set new single-day (Sunday) 

and overall attendance records. 

 

 For the first time the show expanded into the balcony running 

track that circles above the gym in the Alfond Center at St. Joseph’s 

College.  To encourage show-goers to visit dealers and club 

displays on the upper level, the drop box for the grand prize 

drawing—another first this year, a one-ounce bar of gold!—was 

located at the farthest corner of the balcony.  The silent auction and 

kids’ activites were busy, and the three educational programs each 

afternoon were well attended. 

 

 Thanks to the many MMGS members who volunteerd their 

time and energy to make the show another success. 

 
The main floor of the 2017 MMGS show, see from the balcony above the 
entrance.  Clay Carkin photo 

 
Visitors checking out dealers’ tables on the upper 

level running track overlooking the main floor of 

the gym. 

 
Grand Prize winner Seth Pruzansky (center) displays his gold bar 
at the close of the MMGS show on Sunday.  Seth had just joined 
MMGS at the March meeting.  Congratulating Seth are Show 
Director Steve Bridge (left) and MMGS President Paul Ledman.  
Steve Bridge photo 

 
A portion of Mark Libbey’s attractive display of lapidary rough, tools, 
and finished pieces.  Steve Bridge photo 
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5th Annual New England Mineral Conference 
 

 The 5th Annual New England Mineral Conference (NEMC) will be held Friday, May 12 through Sunday, 

May 14, 2017 at the Grand Summit Resort Hotel and Conference Center at Sunday River, Newry, Maine.  

Presentations on New England and non-New England topics are scheduled on Friday evening and during the day 

on Saturday.  In addition, there will be a Friday evening banquet, mineral displays and exhibits, and voice and 

silent auctions in support of the conference.  Dealers can be visited from Friday afternoon through Saturday 

evening (except during the presentations).  The weekend culminates with a field trip on Sunday.  

 An important feature of the conference for students in grades 3-12 is Education Day, which occurs on 

Friday, May 12.  On Education Day, students can visit over 20 different stations to learn about minerals and 

geology.  There is also a Poster Contest which gives the opportunity for students to submit a research project 

about anything relating to the rocks and minerals of New England.  All submitted posters will be displayed 

throughout the conference. 

 For further information about the conference please visit: www.nemineralconference.org  

 For information about Education Day/Poster Contest please visit:  www.nemineraleducation.org  

 The New England Mineral Conference is a division of the non-profit New England Mineral Association. 

 

More Photos:  2017 MMGS Show and Mineral of the Month 
  

 
Wanda Turcotte welcomes Maine mineral legend 
Frank Perham to the MMGS Show at the admission 
table.  Clay Carkin photo 

 
Central Maine Gold Prospecotrs booth (left) and the 
MMGS kids’ area (right) seen from the balcony.  Clay 
Carkin photo 

 
Kyanite in quartz, 10 cm long, Dundee Falls locality, Gorham, 
Maine.  Specimen and Mindat photo #390086 by Douglas 
Watts, used under Creative Commons Share Alike license. 

 
Kyanite in quartz, 12 cm, Middletown, Connecticut, collected by Dick Schooner; 
Harold Moritz specimen and Mindat photo #755563 used under Creative 
Commons Share Alike license. 

http://www.nemineralconference.org/
http://www.nemineraleducation.org/
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Help Wanted! 
 

Treasurer:  MMGS needs a treasurer to look after our receipts, payments, and assets.  The club’s finances are in good 

order, ready for a qualified person to step in and take over.  Contact Paul if you or someone you know is interested. 

Public Relations:  Contact local newspapers and community groups every month so that our meetings are publicized 

better. Contact Paul Ledman if you’re willing to send out a few emails and make a few phone calls every month. 

Silent Auction for monthly club meetings:  For years this was a popular feature of our meetings, and we want to keep 

it going.  If you can help, contact Paul. 

We frequently have opportunities for outreach to groups, classes, fairs, and other events around the state.  Contact 

Paul if you are interested.   

 

  

 

 

 

Meetings and Programs We meet monthly September through May for a program on a topic of interest to members 

as well as a business meeting, potluck supper, and informal socializing. 

Field Trips MMGS arranges a series of collecting field trips each summer and fall to well-known 

localities around Maine, many of which are not open to the general public.  Field trips are 

open only to current MMGS members since the club’s liability insurance covers only 

current members. 

Ham & Weeks mine MMGS leases the Ham & Weeks pegmatite mine in East Wakefield, New Hampshire as a 

collecting site for members.  Current MMGS Members are welcome to collect at the mine 

at any time.  The club periodically “turns over” the dump and occasionally blasts new rock 

to expose fresh material. 

Stereo Microscope MMGS has a stereo microscope that a member can pick up at a meeting, use at home all 

month, and return at the next meeting. 

UV light Our powerful Way Too Cool ultraviolet light (short-, mid-, and long-wave UV) and viewing 

box are available at every regular meeting so members (and visitors!) can check specimens 

for fluorescence. 

Study Grants MMGS members may apply for grants of up to $500 to support projects that advance the 

club’s mission “to promote an interest in all aspects of mineralogy and geology” (MMGS 

Bylaws).  Possible projects include (but are not limited to) professional mineral analysis, 

attendance at a scientific conference, specimen photography, and preparation of educational 

materials.  Projects must benefit the club as a whole in some way, and grant recipients are 

expected to make a presentation to the club about their projects upon completion. 

Scholarships Two scholarships of up to $500 are available to MMGS members each year to assist with 

the cost of attending the annual Maine Pegmatite Workshop (“Peg Camp”), the EFMLS 

WildAcres Retreat in North Carolina, and similar programs. 

Annual Show Our annual Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry Show at St. Joseph’s College in Standish every 

April is the largest in Maine.  It features dealers from throughout the Northeast and draws 

visitors from across Maine and surrounding states.  The show is an opportunity to add to 

your collection and also to display your own specimens, lapidary work, educational 

exhibits, etc. in the display area.  Members who work a certain number of hours at the show 

receive show spending money (Saturday) or a free year’s membership in MMGS (Sunday). 

 YOUR 
 MMGS MEMBER BENEFITS 
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Mineral of the Month:  Kyanite 
 

By Ed Clopton 

 

 Sky-blue blades of kyanite are a familiar sight in mineral 

collections.  Kyanite occurs worldwide, and attractive 

specimens are easy to obtain.  The name derives from the Greek 

kyanos (“blue”).  An alternate spelling, cyanite, was used 

especially in France in the 19th and early 20th centuries.  The 

old German name rhätizite and French name disthene (referring 

to the mineral’s peculiar hardness properties, described below) 

are sometimes encountered. 

 The chemistry of kyanite is simple, Al2OSiO4.  That 

compound crystallizes in three different ways to produce three 

polymorphs (minerals with the same chemical composition but 

different physical properties):  kyanite (monoclinic, usually in 

thin blue blades), andalusite (orthorhombic, usually pinkish 

prismatic crytals; see Mineral of the Month, 1/2017), and 

silliminite (orthorhombic, usually white splintery aggregates).  

Kyanite and its fellow polymorphs serve as index minerals—

mineral thermometers and pressure gauges—for judging the 

conditions under which metamorphic rocks formed.  Kyanite 

very rarely occurs in granite pegmatites. 

 Kyanite is distinctive for its usually sky-blue color and for being anisotropic—its hardness is different when 

checked in different directions on the same crystal.  When tested lengthwise, kyanite has a Mohs hardness of 5½, 

but when tested across the crystal, its hardness is 7.  Thus a steel knife point (hardness 6 – 6½) will scratch 

kyanite lengthwise but not crosswise.  Kyanite has a perfect lengthwise 

cleavage parallel to the broad face of the crystal and a poor lengthwise 

cleavage perpendicular to the broad face. 

 Crystals of kyanite tend to be long, thin, rectangular blades with 

indistinct terminations embedded in matrix.  Free-growing crystals are 

rare.  The crystals often are colored unevenly, with continuous stripes of 

lighter and deeper color running the length of the crystal.  Kyanite usually 

is translucent and sometimes is transparent enough for faceting into small 

gemstones.  When cut en cabachon kyanite may exhibit a chatoyant 

(cat’s-eye) effect.  Light green crystals 

are known from a number of localities, 

and fans of crystals colored black by 

inclusions are known from Minas 

Gerais, Brazil.  An unusual variety, 

colored a striking burnt-orange by a 

small amount of manganese and 

frequently forming V-shaped twins, has 

appeared recently on the collector 

market from Nani Hill in the Arusha 

region, Tanzania. 

 
Sliced and polished specimen of kyanite 9 cm high, 

Dundee Falls kyanite locality, Gorham, Maine.  Harvard 

Mineral Museum specimen, Mindat photo #264621 by 

Peter Cristofono, used with permission. 

Kyanite and staurolite, about 15 x 25 cm, 
Monte Campione, Uri, Switzerland.  U.S. 
National Museum of Natural History specimen; 
photo by Rod Nave, Georgia State University, 
used with permission. 

 

 
Twinned crystal of orange kyanite, 24 
mm tall, Nani Hill, Loliondo, Tanzania.  
Ed Clopton specimen and photo. 
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 Kyanite is used industrially in high-temperature 

ceramics and in refractory materials.  In the U.S. it has 

been mined commercially in North Carolina, Virginia, 

and California. 

 Collectible specimens of kyanite have come from 

localities around the world.  Historically the most 

desirable specimens came from Pizzo Forno in 

Switzerland, where thick, nearly transparent blades occur 

in schist along with equally fine staurolite crystals.  By 

far the largest volume of kyanite on the collector market 

today comes from the Barra do Salinas district, Coronel 

Murta, Minas Gerais, Brazil, where it occurs abundantly 

in large, light- to deep-blue blades in quartz. 

 In the U.S., kyanite is found along the entire Appalachian Mountain chain from Maine to Georgia as well as 

in localities from Arizona to California.  In Georgia, fine kyanite is found at the famous Graves Mountain rutile 

locality.  Several localities in North Carolina produce excellent specimens. 

 New England localities for kyanite include several in Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Maine.  Specimens 

from the Dundee Falls kyanite locality in Gorham are pictured on Mindat.  The Cook Road staurolite locality in 

Windham produced fine specimens, several of which were acquired by MMGS in the Josephine Scholl collection 

and will be offered at the June 2017 and subsequent auctions. 

 

Upcoming Mineral Shows & Events 
Compiled from sources believed to be reliable.  Confirm event information before traveling! 

 

April 29-30, Freeport, New York:  Kaleidescope Gem Show, Freeport Recreation Center, 130 East Merrick Road.  
ralph_gose@kaleidoscopegemshows.com; www.kaleidoscopegemshows.com/. 

May 6-7, Topsfield, Massachusetts:  New England Gem & Mineral Show, hosted by North Shore Rock & Mineral Club, Topsfield 
Fairgrounds, Fair Trade Building and Coolidge Hall, Rte. 1, North.  nsrmc@verizon.net; www.northshorerock.org 

May 12-May 14, Newry, Maine:  5th Annual New England Mineral Conference, Grand Summit Resort Hotel and Conference Center at 

Sunday River. The conference includes lectures, mineral exhibits, mineral dealers, auctions, a banquet, and a field trip. The NEMC also 
sponsors Education Day and a Poster Contest for students in grades 3-12.  www.nemineralconference.org, www.nemineraleducation.org. 

May 13, Fairless Hills, Pennsylvania:  Annual show, The Rock & Mineral Club of Lower Bucks County, Christ United Methodist 

Church, 501 Wistar Road.  Brian Schwab, (215)-788-3993, holschw2@aol.com. 

June 17, Chelmsford, Massachusetts: Micromounters of New England’s 2017 Gene Bearss Annual 

Symposium, Trinity Lutheran Church, 170 Old Westford Road.  Scott Dion, 603/670-8999, or 
www.micromountersofnewengland.org. 

July 8-9, Bethel, Maine:  Oxford County Mineral and Gem Association’s 56th Annual Western Maine 
Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show, Telstar High School, Route 26.  ocmgassoc.blogspot.com/p/gem-show. 

July 29-30, South Burlington, Vermont:  Burlington Gem & Mineral Club’s 38th Annual Champlain 

Valley Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show, Frederick H. Tuttle Middle School, 500 Dorset Street.  

www.burlingtongemandmineralclub.org. 

July 29-30, Mattituck, New York:  The Long Island Mineral & Geology Society’s 34th Annual Mineral 

Show, Mattituck High School, 15125 Main Road (Rte 25A).  Karen Lotito, (631)-722-5453, 
www.limineralandgeology.com. 

August 11-13, West Springfield, Massachusetts:  East Coast Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show, Eastern 
States Exposition Center, 1305 Memorial Avenue.  www.mzexpos.com/east-coast-show. 

August 26-27, Canton, New York:  St. Lawrence County Rock & Mineral Club annual show, Canton 

Pavillon, 90 Lincoln Street.  William deLorraine, (315)-287-4652, wdellie@gmail.com, 

www.stlawrencecountymineralclub.org. 

 
Kyanite, 18 cm long, Cook Road vicinity, Windham, Maine, 
collected in 2005.  Peter Cristofono specimen and Mindat photo 
#67456, used with permission. 

 
Kyanite crystal 4.5 cm tall with 
eudialite in schist, Khit Ostrov, 
Kola Peninsual, Russia.  Ed 
Clopton specimen and photo. 
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